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Mid-America Freight Coalition 
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–Ten States 

• 22% of total 

population 

• 23% of  Country’s 

total truck tonnage 

• 63% of Nation’s 

total rail tonnage 

• Inland waterway 

system –about all 

of it! 

 



The Future -  “I want to locate my 
business on a national freight corridor” 



Transportation Investments in General 
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 Commonly reported at $3-4  

returned for every $1 invested 

 60%+ freight related 

 Job retention and creation 

 Infrastructure and Global  

competition 
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2 lanes and 4 lane  

facilities, and Interstates 

• Compared Counties 

with 15 miles of 

four lane highway 

• Differences in 6 

socioeconomic 

factors range from 

10% to 180% 

• Accelerated growth 

rates –over 12% for 

number of 

businesses 

• Bypass studies 

http://library.modot.mo.gov/RDT/reports/R
i00058/ss08002.pdf 



I-5 and I-90 Closures, 

Washington State 

The Economics of 

Corridors 



 

 

 

Corridors concentrate the loads and 

value – Inland Waterway Example 

 
 

 



8 

Corridor Combined MSA GDP (millions) 

I-94 $1,023,926  

I-80 $768,315  

I-90 $689,712  

I-65 $652,225  

I-55 $621,375  

  Nation MAFC % 

FHWA Major Freight Corridor Miles 29,417 6,508 22% 

2009 GDP (billions) $13,973.7  $2,812.8  20% 

2010 GDP (billions) $14,498.9  $2,935.6  20% 

2011 GDP (billions) $15,075.7  $3,048.8  20% 

Businesses Employees 

MAFC Region 2,606,162 32,458,110 

Corridor 920,809   13,637,546  

Percentage 35% 42% 
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Traditional Customer Groups 
Driving Public 
 Stakeholders 
Motor Carriers 

New Customer Groups 
 FAC 
 Logistics and 

Warehousing 
 Trucking  
 Ports 
 Rail 
 Economic Developers 
 

New Approaches 
 FAC meetings 
Business and logistics 

surveys 
New Planning 

Partners 

 A New Freight  Agenda and A New Customer  
Segment to make it work! 

  



New customers mean- 
₊  new input 
₊  new expectations 
₊  new performance measures that      

 are customer driven 
₊  new freight champions 
=Better integration of economy and 
transportation   



 A New Role for Transportation 
 Increased linkages with economic development 
 Increased integration with business and logistics 
 Increased need for a multimodal, systems approach 

 



Corridors - Paths to Prosperity?  
 greater Collaboration 
 making the Connections 
 ...creating and supporting the Corridors 

and Network that deliver our economy! 
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Contact: 
Ernie Perry 
Mid-America Freight Coalition 
University of Wisconsin - Madison 
ebperry@wisc.edu 
608- 890-2310 

Thank you! 


