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Characteristics of modesCharacteristics of modes
ServiceService
ValueValue

EfficiencyEfficiency
IntermodalIntermodal
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4 Mode and ValueMode and Value
Mode Average value ($) per 

Ton 
Truck 793  
Rail 166  
Water 131  
Air (includes truck and air) 70,468  
Parcel, U.S.P.S. or courier 38,715  
Intermodal (truck and rail) 1,627 
Truck and water 616 
Rail and water  32  
 



5 Class I Rail Class I Rail 
CommoditiesCommodities
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7 Meatpacking Supply Meatpacking Supply 
ChainChain
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9 Trips GeneratedTrips Generated



10 Growth in CA Airborne Growth in CA Airborne 
AG Exports AG Exports 
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QuickTime™ and a
 decompressor
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13 Rail ProfitabilityRail Profitability

Item 2004 2006 
Freight Revenue per Mile 2.354c 2.840c 
Freight Revenue $39 B $50 B 
Return on Equity 6.16% 11.3% 
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15 Modal Capacity Modal Capacity 
EquivalentsEquivalents



16 Truck Rail Truck Rail IntermodalIntermodal
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17 Dray and Lift Share of Dray and Lift Share of 
Cost By Trip LengthCost By Trip Length



18 Obstacles to Modal Obstacles to Modal 
DiversionDiversion

Market ViabilityMarket Viability Institutional Institutional 
ReadinessReadiness

Public BarriersPublic Barriers

1.1. Equivalent ServicesEquivalent Services
2.2. Access limitationsAccess limitations
3.3. InteroperabilityInteroperability
4.4. DensityDensity

1.1. CapacityCapacity
2.2. CapitalCapital
3.3. Institutional Institutional 

CommitmentCommitment
4.4. Institutional Institutional 

structurestructure
5.5. Sustained Sustained 

performanceperformance

1.1. Public acceptancePublic acceptance
2.2. Competitive Competitive 

reckoningreckoning
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20 Implications for the Public Implications for the Public 
SectorSector

Broader geographic viewBroader geographic view
Policy ViewPolicy View
ReliabilityReliability
Timed arrivalsTimed arrivals
More frequent deliveryMore frequent delivery
More truckMore truck--reliantreliant
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